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keep! And, of course if you only 

read this in print, they will be 

black and white. And Iõm afraid 

the quality of Ted Hullõs map  

(page 12) might not be so good 

on paper. But, generally, pho-

tos look so much better in the 

on-line issue, so make sure you 

check it out.  

Véronique Russell 
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W 
hat a brilliant issue, this 

is! Not thanks to my ef-

forts, but to all the great con-

tributions I had.  

 

Photographs gave me a few 

problems, though. It was so 

hard deciding which of Andy 

Sampsonõs photos of New 

Zealand (see page 14) to 
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Andrew Sampson took this 

while ridge soaring the Ben 

Ohau range and looking up the 

Dobson River in New Zealand. 

Find out more on page 14.  

 

 

Cover Photograph 

The 100 Club  
 

Congratulations to our latest winners: 
 

Graham Pursey January 

Peter Robinson February 
 

They have each won £75.00. 
 

If you havenõt yet done so, why not join in? 

WELCOME 
TO NEW CLUB MEMBERS: 
 

¶ Matt Hall  

¶ Charlie Manning  

¶ Kieran Player  

Note on Achievements Notice: 
Achievements beyond Silver Badge are not detailed above as they are acknowl-
edged in S&G. Make sure your name is on the list on the notice board so that we do 
not miss you out. 

Achievements 
Name Achievement Date 

Gabriella Guglieminotti  1st solo  30 Jan 

David Birks  Bronze  28 Jan 

Richard Fay  K23 conversion  8 Feb  

Rhoan Birch  1st solo - winch  

             - aerotow  

29 Jan 

12 Feb  

Simon Roberts  1st solo   
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W 
hen you donate, youõll get 

a framed fine -art print! We 

are producing a catalogue com-

prising some quite stunning 

images, which we really would 

like you to hang from your 

walls.  

 

Some of the photographs you 

will have seen before, nearly all 

the previous desktop calendar 

pictures are in the catalogue. 

And there are plenty of other 

gliding and general aviation 

shots as well. Plus weõve put in 

some great travel shots, some 

landscapes (including some 

lovely black and whites), some 

abstracts, and there are histori-

cal shots relating to LGC. There 

is some stunning wildlife, 

(especially if you like lions) and 

a few oddities. Over two hun-

dred in total to choose from.  

And if you canõt find anything 

you like in our catalogue we 

will print one of your own im-

ages up to size (quality permit-

ting). The size is approximately 

48 cm * 33 cm (depending on 

the proportions of the image), 

they will be professionally 

framed, and with mounts to 

protect the image from the 

glass. Thereõs a choice of 

frames and mounts, and the 

framed pictures will be ready 

for immediate hanging.  

 

This is essentially a way for 

members to donate to the 

fund, and the prints are to 

show appreciation for doing so. 

That is the sole raison dõ°tre 

for the initiative, to encourage 

donations for a worthwhile 

cause. Weõre suggesting a price 

of £125 each, however as this 

is essentially a charitable dona-

tion you are making, with every 

penny after costs going to the 

Roof Fund, we need to be flexi-

ble and not have a set price. So 

please feel free to pay any 

amount over this, or less if you 

like (but not below £100). Your 

donation will be private.  

 

Because of Newsletter dead-

lines weõve had to write this 

before the printing of the cata-

logue. We intend to have it 

ready by mid March, along with 

a website where you can see all 

the images online. Weõll let you 

know by email once weõre 

ready to go.  

 

Adrian Hobbs 

 

The Hangar Roof Fund 
And One Way to Contribute 

JJ, you have been an inspiration to so many and it has been a privilege (and so much fun) to fly with you. 

Thank you.  

 

Helen Jones 
 

(photo David White)  

O 
n 26th February JJ cele-

brated his 80th birthday 

(Happy Birthday!) but unfortu-

nately this means he is no 

longer insured to fly as P1. I 

was lucky enough to share one 

of his last flights and it was a 

typical JJ flight. Flying on the 

hill he managed to get the 

most out of the tiniest bit of lift 

and flew lower than most peo-

ple would dare at the far end of 

the hill and still made it back to 

the field comfortably - although 

I did suggest landing out for 

old timesõ sake! 

 

End Of An Era 
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12 March - 17.30 -21.30  

Safety Evening   

 

12 - 19 March  

Shobdon Expedition  

 

2 - 3 April  

Dan Smith Trophy  

 

16 April - 18.30  

Forum  

 

22 - 25 April  

Easter Comp  

 

30 Apr - 8 May  

Early season Soaring Course  

   & Task Week  

 

11 June - 19.00  

AGM 

 

Keep checking the website for 

any updates.  

 

Events 

T 
hanks to the efforts and 

generosity of club mem-

bers, plus supporters within the 

gliding movement, we are mak-

ing great progress on fundrais-

ing to replace the hangar roof. 

Thanks to all of you who have 

contributed so far, the fund 

now stands at over £12,000 ð a 

fantastic start given the overall 

state of the economy.  

 

Particular thanks go to Steve 

Lynn who has generated contri-

butions from many organisa-

tions to make themselves 

known on Andyõs popular web-

site. These contributors are 

demonstrating their support for 

the club so feel free to return 

the favour!  

 

My invitation in the last news-

letter to encourage readers to 

contribute an average of £150 

either through a top -up of the 

annual subscription or, if this is 

not possible, through some 

form of individual fundraising 

effort, has generated a positive 

response.  

 

Our thanks to all those mem-

bers who added to their sub-

script ions, whatever the 

amount. It all helps, and for 

somebody to donate small 

amounts when they can is as 

much appreciated as somebody 

able to donate a large sum ð it 

also proves to the committee 

that the club is a community, 

not just a place where individu-

als come to fly.  

 

Thanks also to those who took 

up Andyõs suggestion of put-

ting money in the fund instead 

of (or as well as!) sending out 

Christmas cards and to the 

member who donated to the 

fund the interest owed to him 

for a loan some years ago.  

 

Some members who decided to 

give up flying for financial or 

age related reasons, kindly do-

nated any remaining balance in 

their accounts to the fund. Fi-

nally, our thanks go to the se-

cret benefactor who gave a sub-

stantial donation.  

 

All of you have helped the 

fundraising effort to take off 

(sorry), but now comes the big 

challenge of maintaining our 

climb rate (!). We need to raise 

a total amount of at least 

£35,000 this year to be ready 

to apply for external funding 

and balance the books from 

club reserves so we can hope to 

replace the roof and protect 

our fleet.  

 

We are a third of the way there 

so please keep the donations 

coming, whatever the amount 

and if you have already contrib-

uted, many, many thanks. If 

circumstances mean that this is 

difficult, is there any way you 

can help raise money through 

car boot sales, organising some 

social events, running a (half) 

marathon, doing a sponsored 

walk, or selling unwanted stuff 

on eBay? 

 

You might also wish to grace 

the walls of your home with 

one of the Fine Art prints being 

produced by the photographic 

group ð check the article by 

Adrian in this issue.  

 

Of course, there is no guaran-

tee that, even if we succeed in 

reaching our target, we will be 

equally successful in our appli-

cations for external funding. 

Pressure on what funds are 

available will get ever more 

intense over the coming year so 

this is where another aspect of 

our efforts can be extremely 

helpful. All sources of possible 

funding place a great emphasis 

on the extent to which groups 

seeking funds contribute ac-

tively to their local community.  

 

This raises another opportunity 

for members to be involved by 

building on our existing links 

with the local community. We 

already have several initiatives 

to be proud of: Girls Go Glid-

ing, public Open Days, organ-

ised visits for the blind and 

kids in care and free trial les-

sons for fund raising events by 

loca l community groups 

(church fêtes, school projects 

etc). As Adrianõs other article in 

this issue demonstrates, we are 

promoting close links with a 

range of local groups to come 

and see what we do and can 

offer.  

 

If you can help with these, or 

suggest other initiatives that 

we can take up, please let me 

or any committee member 

know. We will be placing a no-

tice in a prominent place 

shortly to inform you of pro-

gress ð and encourage more 

support. Meanwhile, updates 

will be included in future news-

letters.  

 

Geoff Payne 
gkpayne@hotmail.com  

 

Keep Pushing! 



The London Gliding Club Newsletter March 2011  Page 6 
 

 

Next Deadline - 27th April  

W 
ell what an eye opener! 

Janet is away on a ôRound 

the World Cruiseõ so, being win-

ter time, I decided that I would 

cover her work whilst she was 

away so as to avoid the cost of 

finding some additional cover. 

It has been most enlightening.  

 

The club has been a lovely 

place of late with club members 

chipping in to get things done 

on a voluntary basis saving lots 

of costs and there has generally 

been a real ôpulling togetherõ 

spirit. But é Janet must waste 

vast amounts of time because 

we do not provide her with 

good and accurate information. 

(It might be considered that 

this wastes the hard work that 

has been put in by others)  

 

If you take a look at the log 

sheets you will see that there 

are spaces for the membership 

numbers of those using the 

club gliders (or their own for 

that matter). THIS INCLUDES 

THE MEMBERSHIP NUMBER OF 

THE INSTRUCTOR OR P1. It is 

designed so that Janet can 

make use of the hook of the 

membership number when she 

processes the flight as it is 

much quicker to enter than 

searching for it. The other 

thing that is particularly useful 

is that the membership number 

is unique whilst in at least two 

cases that I can think of mem-

bers names are not ð at lease 

first and last names are the 

same.  

 

Another thing that wastes a 

vast amount of time is correct-

ing mistakes. Naturally mis-

takes will be made by any hu-

man being but when the 

ômistakeõ is not a mistake at all 

but is simply incorrect data 

correctly processed it is frus-

trating and time consuming to 

correct.  

 

The club policy is that when 

you fly you check the log be-

fore leaving site and correct 

any errors. If the log is incor-

rect (no landing time for exam-

ple) after leaving site then you 

will be charged for flights that 

have been logged to you and 

no landing time will result in 

maximum air time charges be-

ing levied.  

 

Now this might seem a bit 

harsh but I would challenge 

anyone to come up with a bet-

ter method which would be fair 

to all members. Now in truth 

when the office gets a call from 

a club member to say that they 

left site without checking then 

we will of course try to correct 

any mistakes so that a fair price 

is charged for flying but when 

the error is picked later when 

the statement is received then 

it requires quite a lot of work 

and messes up all the statistics 

when corrected. So I am telling 

you this boring story for a rea-

son.  

 

Please complete the log cor-

rectly, please check the log for 

any flying that you have done 

before leaving site, please re-

turn used log sheets to the of-

fice at the end of flying 

(including the motor glider log 

sheet and the tug cards) and 

please make sure that copies of 

the logs go to the bar so that 

those landing late or checking 

the log after the office has shut 

can at least notify the office of 

errors before the flights are 

processed.  

 

It is my plan that in future all 

flights will be processed on the 

same day or at least before the 

office closes on the following 

day. The net result will be that 

statements will be issued in a 

timely fashion.  

 

I would like to remind members 

that their accounts are to be 

kept in credit however, should 

you notice from your statement 

that you have ôslipped upõ then 

we would like the account set-

tled immediately please.  

 

 

Janetõs Corner Of The Other Office ... 

 

From ... 
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Letõs go Walkabout 

You will be pleased that the bit 

from the CFI is quite short as a 

result of too little flying going 

on however I have been to the 

Thames Valley CFIsõ meeting 

recently which as usual covered 

some interesting topics ð or at 

least they would have been in-

teresting if had not been the 

best soarable day since Sep-

tember last year.  

 

One of the topics discussed 

was the introduction of having 

a walk around the glider before 

getting in. Let me put the 

thought in context. You ap-

proach a glider that is parked 

at the launch area which you 

saw flying earlier today. You 

might assume that it has been 

ôD/Iedõ or you might even look 

in the D/I book to make sure. 

You climb in and having com-

pleted all your pre -flight 

checks, launch and have a 

lovely flight.  

 

How do you know that the last 

person who flew the glider did 

not damage it or how do you 

know that someone has not 

reversed a buggy into a trailing 

edge of a wing, aileron, rudder 

or tail plane. The answer is that 

you do not unless you have had 

a look over it before you get in. 

It is not suggested that this 

ôwalk aroundõ should be a fur-

ther D/I but simply a check that 

there has been no obvious 

damaged sustained either dur-

ing the last flight or whilst 

parked.  

 

Like so many other things it is 

strange that we donõt do this as 

a matter of course (well I do 

actually and I know that most 

people who fly powered aircraft 

do too as it is in that culture to 

do so), but it has never been in 

the culture in the gliding move-

ment.  

 

I donõt think this intended to be 

a fix for any particular accident 

or incident but it does not take 

a great deal of imagination to 

realise that this might be a jolly 

good thing to do so that we do 

not have to react to fixing a 

problem that became evident 

as a result of a nasty incident.  

 

Supervision and Licensing  

We discussed at some length 

the issue of pilot supervision. 

This is always a difficult area 

because naturally individuals 

have a responsibility for their 

own safety but when we learn 

new skills we need to be suita-

bly guided until our skills are 

sufficiently developed to make 

appropriate decisions for our-

selves. We have for many years 

enjoyed a post solo develop-

ment programme which was 

structured through a series of 

Progress Assessments, PA1, 

PA2 and PA3.  

 

As we are coming more under 

the control of EASA gliding in 

the UK seems to be forced to 

comply with the power flying 

model for training and licens-

ing. As a result it is likely that 

the existing structure will have 

to change and any unlicensed 

pilot will only be able to fly solo 

if supervised. In the main I ex-

pect that this will be quite good 

for the accident statistics as so 

many accidents that occur in 

gliding have a contributing fac-

tor of supervision (or lack of it).  

 

However it will mean that our 

concept of a post PA1 pilot be-

ing able to pull out a glider and 

fly it on a green windsock day 

without reference to an instruc-

tor will almost certainly change. 

It is entirely likely that the stan-

dard required to acquire a 

glider pilotõs license will be 

about the level of Cross Coun-

try Endorsement and that all 

unlicensed pilots will have to 

be supervised. As a minimum 

ôsupervisionõ will have to take 

the form of a specific day brief-

ing and ôpermissionõ of the in-

structor in charge before solo 

flying.  

 

Wind Socks and Flags  

This is on a similar topic really. 

Presently we enjoy having a 

wind sock hoisted at the launch 

point vehicle but the more ob-

servant of you might have no-

ticed that the Yellow wind sock 

in particular looks more like 

one leg of the Incredible Hulkõs 

trousers. I have had some firm 

words with the manager who 

seems to have been rather 

tardy in replacing it but follow-

ing further conversations with 

him he tells me that the manu-

facturer will no longer produce 

them so he has procured some 

rather natty flags instead. I will 

see how they work but if I donõt 

like them then I will have fur-

ther words with him or a seam-

stress and revert to wind socks 

(perhaps made out of flags as it 

was the range of materials that 

were unavailable).  

 

Air Space Briefings  

You will recall that it is manda-

tory for pilots to attend an air-

space briefing annually. I have 

done a few ad hoc ones during 

poor weather (plenty of oppor-

tunity) but I will shortly be issu-

ing a schedule and I would ask 

you to attend one of the sched-

uled briefings. Last year I 

ended up doing far more than I 

should have needed to because 

of pilots failing to attend those 

that were scheduled. The 

schedule will be emailed to 

those who subscribe to the 

email list and will also be avail-

able on my weather web site:  

(www.instructor.andrewroch.co.

uk/weather)  

 

Andrew Roch 

 

... And The Corner Of The Back Office 
And The CFIõs Bit (No, not Kay!) 
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I 
t was quite a nice day for Feb-

ruary (a South to South West-

erly with a light breeze). I was 

keen to keep myself current (as 

I had managed to do so over 

the winter). Iõd had a couple of 

winch launches with an instruc-

tor a couple of weeks earlier 

and I had been up in a K21 solo 

off an aerotow a few weeks 

before that so I felt reasonably 

confident. Well after all, I 

thought, I did get my Bronze 

early last year and I had over 

30 hours solo now.  

 

Mid afternoon I had the chance 

to take EQR up on an aerotow 

so I put my parachute on and 

jumped into the cockpit. Now I 

should say at this point that I 

have been perhaps a little over-

cautious since last summer. I 

had a scary experience with 

minus 10 sink locally and only 

just made it back into the field. 

Since then I have been very 

wary about flying near Leighton 

Buzzard below 2,500 ft.  

 

Anyway, my aerotow went well 

and I released at around 2,500 

ft just our side of the big lake 

near Leighton Buzzard. I 

thought (rather optimistically 

for February) I was in a bit of 

lift and I was under a small 

wispy cloud. After a few turns I 

realised that nothing much was 

going to happen so I headed 

back towards the club. As I did 

so I encountered quite a bit of 

sink ( -4 to -6) so I put the 

speed on as I didnõt fancy try-

ing my first field landing before 

having my cross country en-

dorsement flight.  

 

As it happened my fear was 

unfounded and I reached the 

downwind leg at around 1,500 

ft. At this point I decided that it 

might be better to land, as it 

was obvious my confidence was 

still a little jaded. I did a couple 

of legs to lose height down to 

800 ft than I started my down-

wind leg (probably a bit earlier 

than I should have done).  

 

On my diagonal leg I was still 

quite high, so I used half air-

brake to get me down to a sen-

sible height. As I started my 

base leg, I decided that it was 

time to close the airbrake as I 

was about the right height. This 

is where the ôseniorõ moment 

occurred; I actually opened the 

airbrakes fully!  

 

After a few seconds all my 

senses told me something was 

wrong. ôI should be just above 

the hill for my final turn but 

why am I well below it... and 

things donõt sound right... #%

*@... THE AIRBRAKE!!!õ. I imme-

diately slammed the airbrakes 

shut. ôGod, I hope things look 

OK after my final turnõ. 

 

I remember being in a state of 

shock at this point. Probably 

ôfight or flightõ and lots of 

adrenaline kicking in. Fortu-

nately, as I completed my final 

turn I quickly realised that 

ôflightõ was still an option and I 

would still manage to get in 

over the perimeter hedge. This 

is where the ôprideõ moment 

occurred.  

 

ôActually, I think I can make the 

normal reference point and 

land on the uphill slope... at 

least I wonõt get told off for 

landing on hangar ridge.õ Un-

fortunately this was a very bad 

decision. I was forced to land 

just in front of the downhill 

slope and launched again, but 

without enough airspeed to 

pull up for the uphill slope. 

BANG... CRACK!! 

 

I had crashed into the ground 

heavily causing substantial 

damage to the nose wheel area 

and down the side of the nose 

was a long crack. As a result 

EQR is out of action and needs 

to be sent back to Poland for 

repair. I felt such an idiot and I 

knew I was going to be in for 

some serious talking to.  

 

As it happened, Andy and 

Daniel have been really suppor-

tive. They decided that the best 

thing to do was to go up again 

with Daniel, to ôget back on the 

horseõ so to speak. To be hon-

est, that landing wasnõt too 

great either and Daniel had to 

step in at the last minute. Mind 

you, at least I had gone up and 

made some peace with myself.  

 

On reflection, I realise that I 

should have just been grateful 

that I had recovered from the 

senior moment and just con-

centrated on opening the air-

brakes again and put EQR down 

on hangar ridge. OK my pride 

might have taken a small hit, 

but at least I wouldnõt have put 

my life in jeopardy and risk 

serious damage to one of our 

gliders.  

 

Steve Haynes 

 

Senior Moment 

and Pride Cometh Before A Fall 
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2011 BGA 

Conference & AGM 
 

Saturday 5
th

 March  

 

Followed by the Annual Awards Ceremony and Dinner  

 

Following on from the success of last yearõs Conference, and at the new venue of the 

Belfry Hotel, Nottingham, the 2011 event promises to be informative and inspirational.  

 

As ever this annual event is  free  to attend and offers something for everyone, from 

club officers to competition and aerobatic pilots to instructors and club volunteers. 

Why not come along and see for yourself.  Enjoy presentations from a variety of speak-

ers and have a browse around the many exhibition stands. Come and see some of the 

latest gliders on display or find a quiet corner and catch up with like -minded friends 

over coffee. The full programme will be published soon, but here's a taster:  

· a highly visual presentation from glider aerobatics experts  

· airspace, licensing and airworthiness issues answered by a panel of CAA profes-

sionals  

· amusing tales from the 2010 World Championships!  

· pilot physiology and age (why gliding is good for us!)  

In addition, there will be pre -conference sessions for CFIs and club chairmen.  

Make a weekend of it and bring your partner. You'll find the hotel has superb facilities 

to suit most tastes.  

 

The Conference starts at 10.30, continues until 6pm and is free to attend.  

 

Details are at     www.gliding.co.uk/bgainfo/notices/conference.htm  

 

The BGA Awards Ceremony and Dinner in the evening will cost £35 per person. For 

those wishing to stay over on Saturday night, the hotelõs excellent rooms are available 

at £85.00 for double occupancy including breakfast. The hotel also offers full use of 

the leisure and spa facilities for all participants and partners. Lunch on Saturday will 

be available at £16 for a hot and cold buffet (pre -booking is required).  

There is an optional charge of £6 per person for unlimited tea/coffee throughout the 

day, payable to the hotel on arrival.  

 

The hotel restaurant is open for dinner on the Friday evening and for Friday night 

rooms have been made available from £75.00 per person including breakfast  

 

 

ôWhat does the BGA do for me?õ    Come and find out.     Grill an Exec! 
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FORUM 
 

Our Forum this year will be held on 

Saturday 16th April.  
 

The Forum is an opportunity for any full flying 

member to raise subjects relevant to club matters that 

he or she would like to be discussed amongst us all. 

And to raise questions or bring to the attention 

of the Committee any club matter that may 

be of interest or concern. 
 

The Committee attempts to reflect the will of the 

club as a whole, and the Forum plays an important 

part in establishing our way forward 
 

So please come along, we really do look 

forward to seeing you there. 
 

Saturday 16th April at 6.30pm 

Club Restaurant 
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Cellon Tankard  Tom Atkins 

Best ab -initio  

 

John Bentley Shield  Nikki Craig 

Best Silver distance   

 

Adrian Heath Trophy  Greg Corbett 
Promising young pilot  

 

John Hands Cup  Ryan Berry 

Most promising instructor  

 

Dudley Hiscock Trophy  Ed Downham  

Winner of Club ladder  

 

Frank Foster Boomerang  Paul Richer 
Best O/R  

 

Dunstable Trophy  Mark Newland -Smith  

Regionals ôRedõ class winner 

 

Squire Furneaux Challenge  Tom Pridgeon 

Regionals ôBlueõ class winner 

 

Derry Trophy  Paul Shrosbree 

Help around the club  

 

Harry Middleton Cup  Pete Stammell  

Best photograph  

 

Ray Stoward Trophy  Allen Kefford 

Aerobatics  

 

Algek Cup  Peter Miles 

Winner of Algek aerobatics competition  

 

Pete OõDonovan Trophy Bob Tandy 

Kindred spirit ð early cross -country pilot  

who is enjoying ôgetting on with itõ 

 

Dunstable Trophy  Bradley Hutchings 

Best flight in a club glider  

 

Dent Trophy  Ed Downham  

Most meritorious flight from the Club  

 

 

Prize Winners 2010 

The original Prize Giving had been scheduled to 

take place during the Christmas lunch on 19th 

December but snow stopped that. So we re-

scheduled for 16th January, Christmas lunch and 

Prize Giving and Santa Billington made a special 

trip to the club to help Andy and Adrian distrib-

ute the Prizes after we had all demolished the 

turkey and all the trimmings!  

 

(Photo taken by David Starer on his phone, hence 

the poor definition.)  
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I 
n the early sixties, Club member, Liz Hargreaves, an art teacher at an Enfield school, drew up this map 

of the Club site in Mediaeval style.  

 

Some of the landmarks such as the ôDogge Housesõ and ôYe Pimpleõ are no longer with us and the names 

ôPrattõs Fieldõ and ôThe Bastionõ hardly heard these days. 

 

The ôPyjama Fieldõ at the foot of the map earned its name in the fifties when Archie Erskine, a very eccen-

tric psychologist, outlanded the T21 two -seater with a lady passenger early one morning when the lift 

died over the Zoo Bowl. In his hurry to get airborne, Archie had donned a flying suit over his night attire!  

 

A propos the Pig Farm to the South of the Club site, until production ceased in the seventies, this was a 

good source of thermals off the Power Wire Slope and the pong was with you right up to cloudbase...  

 

F O Newley wrote:  

The Southern breezes waft a scent  

Which makes the presence evident  

Of creatures which (so people state)  

Conceivably might aviate.  

 

 

Elizabeth Hargreavesõ Map 
 

 

Ted Hull is giving us another page of Club history.  

Liz with husband Tom Westman (the Constable from Dunstable) after his 

mishap with their Kite II, later restored.  

Note: hopefully, the map and the photograph will reproduce well enough in print. However, if 

you are viewing this on line, you might be able to zoom in and catch some of the details of the 

drawing. Ed.  
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