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Cover Photograph

Adrian Hobbs took this photo-

graph of Bev Atkins following
her first solo flight (on 3rd

April). Her son Tom, a cadet,
bought her a Girls Get Gliding
voucher as a surprise and con-
sequently she started flying
with us. We wish her good for-
tune in her flying.

ICL - STOP PRESS

The first round at Hus Bos saw
very strong Easterlies through
the three days, weak and blue
on the Saturday (scrubbed) and
Sunday (a scoring day although
hardly anyone got back). On
the Monday the cu popped at
last with strong thermals to
4,500 ft but winds up to 30kt
at flying height and everyone
got round. Overall Hus Bos and
Cambridge stole the show, we
came a creditable third overall,
Saltby are 4th and Four Coun-
ties are trailing.

g weather has started

would like to start this edito-

rial by welcoming our new
me mber s. |
we last published such a long
list in one newsletter. | wish
you all a lot of fun flying at
LGC.

And also congratulations to all
those listed on the achievement
list. You can tell the better

stopping you!

The last issue carried an advert
for the BGA conference. We
knew that the hard copy news-
letter was not going to be ready
on time, but the idea was that
the online version would be
ready before the event. Unfortu-
nately, we had some technical
problems and the newsletter
could only go online after the

donodt

-t hereds

Conference had taken place.
But you can read all about it in
this issue (pagk 4).n

For all those who are keeping a
careful track

chapters (despite his cunning
plot of mixing the numbers),

the mistake will have been ob-
vious. For the rest | shall ex-
plain: we had chapter 12 in
Janoary and again in March
when it should have been chap-
ter 7, of course. My apologies.

At the time of writing, the east-
erlies have effectively thwarted
cross-countries attempts and
Ni gel Perrends
offer of a bottle of champagne
is still open (see his advert on

page 9).

of

Ab

very

Véronique Russell

KS on keeps on travelling. This time it visited Cambridge Airport on
15 April with Steve Lynn and Kay Harris. (photo Steve Lynn)
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The Exec

An update on BGA stuff from Robert John

;\sv

S \ BRITISH
GLIDING

ASSOCIATION

thought | was getting the

hang of the acronyms, then
an e-mail came across my desk:
| shanot
two lines it referred to SOA,
COS, ACO, RIAT and it came
from Head of MC, ACO, HQAC.

My head hurts!

The BGA Conference and AGM
seems such a long time ago
now. It took place at the Not-
tingham Belfry Hotel which is
quite accessible and a good

Edoés

trophi es:

91 Volk Trophy - Longest handicapped
O/ R 630.1km (hoécapped)

9 Seager Trophy - Longest handicapped

distance in a 2 seater 718.8km
(hdcapped)

National Ladder 24,284 pts

(The winner was Trevor Stuart with

24,464 pts)

Right: Guy Corbett and the de Havilland

Trophy

reprint

18/ 5/2010
91 Firth Vickers Trophy - 2™ place, Open

venue, handling the numbers of
people, exhibits and gliders
very well. The layout was better
than, recebt ydaars, with the exa
hibition halls being adjacent to

the main conference/meeting
rooms. As usual, there was a
freebie on arrival (a nice polo
shirt courtesy of Joint Aviation
this year).

Exhibitors included jet -engined
JS1 and Ventus gliders and a
conventionally driven DG1000.
Just about every possible piece

of kit for cleaning, navigating,
transporting, communicating
from and jumping out of a
glider was there in abundance.

There were tall tales and scary
moments from the 2010 world

championships; gliding physiol-

ogy and age were lectured
upon and some inspirational
stuff came from the perpetra-
tors of prolonged and ridicu-

lously fast Andean flights.

Several guys from the CAA al-
lowed themselves to be grilled
by glider pilots and, | have to
say, gave a pretty good account
of themselves. Perhaps we are
entering a new age of coopera-
tion with the CAA now we all
have EASA to hate instead!

After the free daytime events
came the evening dinner, danc-
ing and prize -giving. The tro-
phies, | hasten to add, were not
for the dancing. Ed Downham
came away with a cabinet full
of silverware again (of course)
and it was good to see Guy Cor-
bett getting his name on the
rather magnificent de Havilland
Trophy for the best height gain
of the year. A few of us from
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LGC were t her e
encourage you to go next year.

Thereos been a

an

Execds agenda over

months. Financials are always
key around AGM time
(generally steady despite
gradually shrinking pilot num-
bers). Thereds
Gliding and Flying Club whilst
the old club/business has
moved to Long Marston Airfield
nearby. Both are BGA members.

The BGA is now home to a
growing library of gliding and
other publications, much of
which is being put online in
digital form through the great
efforts and fundraising of Wally
Kahn (Lasham) and Peter Red-
shaw (Lakes). They already have
masses of old S&Gs available
via the Lakes GC site, going
right back to 1930. Google and
see. You can donate online via
the Lakes website to support
this brilliant effort.

You may have heard about the
airspace restrictions that will
affect us during (and either
side of) the Olympics next year.
This starts with a 30nm secu-
rity circle centred on Stratford
but extends quite some beyond
and al so brings
space to enable greater volume
handling at airports quite some
distance from London. The BGA
airspace team is heavily in-
volved, along with GA col-
leagues, in working to minimise
the impact. At LGC we are
unlikely to be too seriously af-
fected but some clubs such as
Booker could find life very diffi-
cult for a couple of months.

There has been a change at the
top of the Safety Committee
with our own Peter Claiden OBE
taking over from Phil King.
Other developments include a
serious look at the Memoran-
dum and Articles of Association

of the BGA which are long over-
due for a dusting off and mod-

ernisation and a proposal to
put in place a new charitable

foundati on under

umbrella. This would enable

AEE NN NN N NN NN NN N NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN N ENENED
: ]
|
Ll
Ll

| |
m -
|
m Name Achievement Date E
m _ -
‘ James Innes RT Licence 17 Feb ‘H
m  Michael Gardner RT Licence 17 Feb -
: Derek Napier X-country endorsement 26 Feb E
W Andy Zuchora PAl 4 Mar -
‘ Bronze Badge 15 Apr ‘H
ml X-country endorsement 15 Apr |
|
m Bruno Greco 1st solo winch 5 Mar E
‘ K23 conversion winch & aft 19 Mar =
‘ Simon Roberts 1st solo winch 19 Mar ‘H
| K23 conversion winch & a/t -
Ll
John von Radowitz PA1 19 Mar E
Ll
m Roger Rhodes K23 conversion a/t 21 Mar -
‘ K23 conversion winch 23 Mar ‘H
Ll
‘ PA1 23 Apr -
W Mike Fase Bronze 23 Mar (nl
Chris Honey K23 conversion winch 24 Mar E
‘ K23 conversion a/t 7 Apr ‘H
Ll
§  Richard Hewett Bronze exam 1 Apr -
Ll
Bev Atkins 1st solo 3 Apr E
Ll
o Graham Nixon Bronze Badge 31 Mar
: X-country endorsement 23 Apr E
\ Chris Parsons 1st solo winch 24 Mar =
l 1st solo a/t 12 Apr m
‘ K23 conversion 14 Apr ‘H
|
. Dusty Miller 1st solo 13 Apr E
Ll
o Peter Brown PA1 15 Apr .
Ll
Graham Morse 1st solo winch 19 Apr E
Ll
‘ Dave Adams Re-solo - After 28 years! 19 Apr ‘
Note on Achievements Notice:
Achievements beyond Silver Badge are not detailed above as they are acknowl-
edged in S&G. Make sure your name is on the list on the notice board so that we do
not miss you out.

some of the Associ @dsitandwr dveryn area of

tions to be more efficiently fi- gliding. If you could find some
nanced in terms of tax and VAT time to put something back
and would also make donations into gliding and help support
and bequests more effective the sport we all love, speak to
and, hopefully, more attractive. me or call Pete Stratten at Me-

rus Court anytime.
Volunteers are always needed

anhhe Ex&Gtself @ind in the Robert John

working groups and commit-
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Safety Matters

Documents:
it! é | have had
cover sheet of the Accident &
Incident Procedures file in the
Tower for the second time be-
cause some idiot had torn the
corner off it, no doubt to write
down a phone number or
something. | guess it was at the

| can-not BELIEVE

Dunstable bowl, when you are

t ovalking to loafrom the Mhosver

(and to advise visitors to do the
same).

However it seems that the land-
ing resulting in the Incident
Report form was a
6convenienced

ercise in the motor glider the
other day. | sat there, dumb,
happy and stupid, as the pupil
did his circuit into his chosen
field and as | glanced across |
was sort of conscious of what
looked like a pipeline leading
to something in the middle of

| a n dheadjacentfiald i n g

same time that he rear toeatnadet racks ifar ka
it would be a lady!) wrecked the quick de -rig. Given all the pe- It wasnodt unt il was
plastic front as he tried to ex- destrian traffic in this area and exit from the field under power
tract the cover sheet from the the proximity to other obsta- that the object clicked into per-
pocket. cles, | have to ask myself if this spective, went 3 -D, stood up-
was good airmanship, or not. right and transformed itself
So a pristine document, which Whatdoyouthink ? ( Don&t intoiantell mast. Luckily our
more than one of us slaved to so, CFl.) circuit had been on the other
produce and which will be side but as | did a climbing turn
needed in case of emergencies, Rigging & DIs: | think Andy has towards it | realized | had a
and could conceivably save sent an email to everyone mast on my port wing.
lives if procedures are followed about the BGA statistics show-
effectively, was reduced to a ing that there is a higher inci- Masts are difficult to see at the
tatty state, potentially without a dence of rigging incidents at best of times but often you are
cover indicating what it was. | the beginning of tekpecting ¢hans becatise they
find it hard to understand the and to take care. This edition of are marked on the map and
attitude of mind which leads to the Newsletter is just about in they have quite substantial
vandalism of a safety critical time for me to reinforce that footings for the stay anchor
document. Such people have message. | am prompted by yet points and these are a bit of a
little imagination of the conse- another Club Incident Report give-away. Lesser masts are
quences and, no doubt, lead a (keep them coming) relating usually associated with build-
charmed life themselves. how a pilot was seen to be car- ings which you are not going to
rying out a DI while simultane- fly low over anyway. However in
Well at | east | &v e ouglptalking dnématedty orf hismy terms of field landings these
chest! mobile phone. How would you anemometer masts seem to be
feel about flying that glider a significant new hazard be-
Trailer landings:  Someone got later i f you kne w?chuseltheyae rdlaiivk &ll withe -
quite a surprise the other day. ing interrupted during your pre very IN -substantial supports.
Returning to the restaurant -flight checks: if it happens,
from the SW run launch point, start from the beginning again. If you see what looks like a
they were alarmed by a glider pipeline going to the middle of
landing across in front of them Anemometer Masts: It seems a field and stopping, THINK it
between the Tower and the that anemometer masts are might be a 2 -D version of a
Clubhouse. A Club incident being erected where potentially mast which you are on a con-
report form subsequently they might want to develop stant heading for.
wended its way to me. wind farms. As temporary
structures they are not going to Winch Launch: Once you have
Of course there is nothing be marked on charts although accepted the winch cable you
wrong in landing on the Club they might be NOTAMed if tall. have initiated the launch. If you
side of the cables. In fact it is decide to stop the launch PULL
important actually to take this Now, although | doubt whether THE RELEASE (and give the stop
option if you inadvertently find you are going to be flying low signal but) - DO NOT rely on
yourself low on the SW run near established wind farms, it the STOP signal.
base leg - instead of trying to is clear you might easily en-
stretch the glide right round to counter very tall anemometer The stop signal provides a fall -
the normal hillside approach, masts elsewhere while doing a back needed in an emergency if
which is regrettably seen all too field landing. t he glider canot rel e
often. This means that it is es- personally |l 6dve never

sential to keep a good lookout,
including in the direction of the

In fact | saw one (rather late)
while doing a field landing ex-

enced that. Practically the stop
signal prevents the cable disap-
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pearing up the field when the
pilot releases. [The same ap-
plies to aerotow: in this case
the signal saves the tug from
having to taxi back, but it is the
release which prevents the
launch.] I only mention all this
because of another Club IR in Moral one: keep an eye on the you are turning. You might find
which, surprise, surprise, the windsock on the Toawl#farent(anding dirécion is
stop signal didndtwhat ki &aldd tthhedroen 6f onord appeopridte.

pilot got a shock. (Is it some- winch launch in tailwinds _é wa i t
thing to do with my complaint a bit and/or move run. Having

itself is very dangerous as there

is a tendency to over -rotate
because the ground speed ap-
pears correct but the airspeed
is, in fact, too low. |  did draw
breath at the rotation!

much the order of the day, and

it is not until you can become
6cool 0 about t hem
really become safe. So this

might seem like a counsel of
perfection, but try snatching a

look at the airfield windsock as

t ha

There is a Moral Three which

at the Safety Evening about lack
of reports that | have got so
many in the last couple of
weeks? No problem, though.)

launched the instructor then
decided to give the pupil a ca-
ble-br eak! (Heds got
than me!) The pupil did a 360 °,
ending in quite a low turn be-

comes to mind: with a tailwind,

a cable break which looks as if
i tmore® OKt $or a
may not be! This was effectively
demonstrated on the subse-

Cable Breaks: | am afraid | fore wi ngs |l evel ,quéont Ilamudé&h. |
candt resi st tell inegedly®sas aboo wstay é D @edgé WdsNdnaged!!

having just seen a perfect dem-

onstration of what not to do. Moral two: a 360° turn after a

NE run, winch, light and vari-
able wind. At the time of launch
there was a tailwind. This in

cable break is NOT mandatory.
I know that when you are learn-
ing cable breaks, panic is very

Tom Sage

Flying Safety Officer

Girls Get Gliding 4

La st year6s
was a great success, with
just short of sixty people hav-
ing trial lessons on the day it-
self, some of whom later came
back for more. This all helps to

Gi r | s areGeohducteéd in dekaatly the

same way as our Flight 2K, an
aerotow flight to 2,000 feet
giving between 15 -20 minutes
in the air. They cost just £55,
and entitle the participant to

Events

attract new members, to forge two further flights at a future 14-15 May
links with the community, and date for just £50 each, using Inter Club League
to O6spread the wo oudTylt Addleschamee at Saltby

looking for far greater female
participation in our sport, and

This year we will be running

11 June - 19.00

in aviation in general, and this Girls Get Gliding 4 on Sunday AGM

day goes some way to achiev- 17" July.

ing that aim. It also bonds the 18-19 June

Club together in an event and a If you wish to fly the participant Inter Club League
purpose that we are proud of. yourself would you please book at LGC

lI'tds only made
huge volunteer effort made by
the membership as a whole on

the flight with Amanda or Kay,

p osasnidb | leetb yt htehre know

be conducting the flight. But if
one of the instructors is to fly

25-1%dune youdl |
Inter Club League
at Gransden

the day; instructors, ground then please ask the participant

crew, tower controllers, tuggies to call the office to book it over 17 July

and the office staff (some of the phone, or by email. Girls Go Gliding

whom came in on a weekend

day to help out). Hope thatos clear 2823 if you
Task Week

The membership is also vital in
this by making their female
friends and family aware of the
event, and by encouraging
them to come and have a trial
lesson with us. These lessons

have any questions or sugges-
tions please get in touch with
Helen Jones, Chula Rupasinha
or Adrian Hobbs

Adrian Hobbs

20-28 August
Regionals

Keep checking the website for
any updates.

6straig




Page 8

The London Gliding Club Newsletter May 2011

From My Little Office Upstairs At Home!

rry about the change of

itle but | was sooooo late
writing this that Véronique and
Kay have
locked in my office without
food or drink until such time as
this has been completed.

Firstly 1 know that the Chair-
man has said that | will tell you
more about the weekend two
seat booking system. So here
goes.

At the Forum an idea was
floated by a club member sug-
gesting that we should make
one of the two -seaters available
on a first come first served ba-
sis. The significant majority
agreed. When we first intro-
duced the booking system | felt
that we should go the whole
hog or the culture would never
change. Well, we have been
there and done that now.

There were a number of per-
ceived advantages to having an
unbooked K21 available for
those who put their name on
the arrivals list and fly in se-
quence of arrival. Firstly it is
hoped that members wanting
to use the glider might turn up

and help get the hangar emp-
tied and thus help the opera-
tion get under way sooner.

Secondly it is hoped that this
would also result in more help
being available to run the op-
eration on the airfield. A poten-
tial side benefit of this might
also be that the general level of
business for our caterers might
increase 6 we all know how im-
portant happy caterers are!

In a nut shell it is hoped that
this action will offset some of
the things that have been iden-
tified as negative effects of the
booking process.

There will be no change to the
midweek and bank holiday ar-
rangements. |

other attendees of the forum

felt but | thought it was nice to
have some good discussions,
ideas and debate all of which

conspir estamed tonstractive in nature.

An item raised outside the Fo-
rum was that of launch effi-

ciency. It is always a bit of an
old chestnut and | think is not

always an issue of concern, but
on some occasions it is crucial.
For some reason we seem to
fail in doing some of the most

obvious things to help.

The most frustrating is the
easiest to fix. When a new set
of cable has been delivered
they should have been deliv-
ered to the side of the traffic

cone. The first glider should be

one fuselage length forward of
the cone, the second adjacent
to it and the third immediately

behind the second.

The occupants would ideally be
seated in the gliders with
checks completed and ready to
go. There would then be three
launches in pretty quick succes-
sion and then a delay whilst the
next three are pulled into posi-
tion and the process repeated.

It is also worth considering that
having a matching number of
cables to the number of gliders
being operated off the winch
can improve efficiency. We
don6t have to
able cables pulled out on each
occasion. On an evening course
for example with four K21s
operating it is usually better to
use only four cables.

However we must also consider
that to some this is a relaxing

pastime and efficiency only
serves to make the whole thing
less relaxing and less passing
of time, so | think it is impor-

tant to recognise days when
people are not interested in
taking a series of launches in
quicker succession and accept

d o n dthat kany wentberswmay be

there as much for social rea-

have

sons as for flying. So in short
|l etéds try to do
efficiency without making the
place feel so industrious that
we would rather be at work.

We | | wasnot t he
good fun? We had four out of
four flyable days with two of
them really quite good, one
diabolical and the last not for
wimps.

| must say | had a bit of trouble
on day two with competitors
making up their own tasks as
they went along, which immedi-
ately took them off the prize
list, and although | could see
their reasoning, | felt it was not
really very sporting. One won-
ders if they should be fined or
something for defying the
rules, although | suppose that
to impose such fines one would
need to define the rules and
that might ruin some of the
fun.

| thought that we might have a

bit of trouble on day one when

the battle between chairman
and ex chairman could have
come to blows for the excellent

prize. (The one with the shorter

wings had a lower handicapped
speed but more ladder points

than the one with the bigger

wings and the higher handi-
capped speed.) But we were
sparéd|anyt shob brawl ayi the-
gallant Ed Johnston who fairly
and squarely beat them both
walking off with the bottle of

plonk which | understand he
used to sterilise his camelback
for the following day.

The second day prize went to
Lofty who got the highest
points score for completing
one of the tasks that was actu-
ally set. | am not sure what he
did with his excellent prize but
| doubt that his cheap bottle of
Italian red made it through the
doors at home. (Sorry madame
editor but | am told that cheap
Italian wine is no worse than

hings

Easter
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cheap French wine. ( Actually, it
was quite drinkable. Ed. )

Day three was won by yours
truly for making it to the far

side of the M1 (and back which
is quite significant in the BGA
ladder scoring). The prize was
enjoyed even though it was
only a bottle of Chateaux Neuf,
the good stuff having been
handed out on previous days.

The final day was also won by
yours truly after a rather sweaty
flight in low, blue conditions.
Thanks Ed for showing me the
way round. The bottle of Monte
Xanic - yes you might need to
look that one up & went down
very well, being a favourite tip-
ple of the old boy and his
misses.

Andrew Roch

Circling In Thermals

Eeryone has listened to dis-
ussions about the best
angle of bank when thermalling
- should one bank gently or
steeply? All pilots agree that in
order to stay in the best lift, the
circle radius needs to be small,
and it is well known that bank-
ing steeply reduces the turn
radius. Less attention is paid to
the circling speed.

The formula r = Vsquared/tan 3
gives a close approximation to
the turn radius r, where V is the
speed in feet/second, and R is
the bank angle. The table be-
low shows calculated turn radii
for various combinations of
bank angle and speed.

45 kts 50 kts 55 kts 60 kts
30 degrees 313 ft 386 ft 467 ft 556 ft
45 degrees 180 ft 223 ft 270 ft 321 ft
60 degrees Not possible 129 ft 156 ft 185 ft

FOR THE FIRST LGC PILOT TO FLY HIS/HERS
FIRST SOLO 300K IN A PRIVATE OR CLUB GLIDER.
THE SEASON HAS STARTED SO GET OUT THERE
AND ENJOY.
GOOD LUCK!

NIGEL PERREN

So what conclusions can we
draw? Clearly, large bank an-
gles give smaller turn radii, but
the sink rate will be higher due
to greater drag generated by
the higher angle of attack, and
also by the higher speed
needed to sustain the bank
angle.

Turning at lower bank angles,
such as 30degrees, produces
less drag, but the radius de-
pends heavily on speed: flying
at 55 kts increases the radius
by 50%, compared with 45 kts.
So turning with 30 degrees is
suitable for thermals with rea-
sonably wide areas of good lift,
as long as the speed is kept
down.

45 degree turns would be effec-
tive for narrower thermals, es-
pecially at lowest safe speeds,
while 60 degree turns are suit-
able for very strong, narrow
cores, often encountered when
mountain flying.

There is a very large range of
turn circle radii even within the
limits set above, and the strong
message that emerges is:  what-
ever your bank angle, keep
your speed to the minimum
consistent with safety.

Rupert Puritz




