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Talgarth 2011

ear. No rain. No drizzle. No
fog. No mud. Not at all like the
Talgarth wedve
and love! Instead a week domi-
nated by an anticyclonic
weather pattern, winds gener-
ally south or southwest, cloudy
in the first few days, blue later
in the week. Not the right wind
direction for most of the local
ridges, but as we were to dis-
cover, the source of a reliable
wave system.

Smething felt different this

Saturday 24th September
brought a dull start and a mod-
erate south -westerly, 7/8th
cloud cover but later we spot-
ted an obvious slot upwind
from us. So | took a tow over
Langorse, towards the Talybont
reservoir, then dropped off just
below cloudbase, and dived
forward the last 1 km to pull up
at the edge, straight into the
wave system in the lee of the
Brecon Beacons. | climbed in 3
4 kts in front of the wave bar,
with sun on the ground from
Crickhowell in the East to Sen-
nybridge and beyond in the
West.

| was limited to FL75 at one
end, and in the other there was

co

Late afternoon over South Wales

a lid of upper cloud limiting

progress. It was like flying
along in a tunnel. At one point |

was looking down on a rain-
bow, a very strange view. |
zoomed up and down the corri-

dor in the clouds, until | saw
the signs of the gap closing and

went home, descending in the
slot to cloudbase, now down to

1,800 ft, and a short trip back

to the airfield.

Next day brought similar
weather, stronger southwest-
erly winds and a few Cu. |
launched to the South bowl and
flew the ridge climbing in weak
thermals, exploring the poten-
tial down the Cwmdu valley.
Eventually | connected with
wave directly over the spine,
within 1 km of the club, and
played around trying to under-
stand the position of the wave
system. Generally the lift was 1
a2 kts, and eventually | reached
10,000 ft QNH. | had no oxy-
gen on board that day, which
taught me a lesson - be pre-
pared!

On Monday conditions were
6Softd: just
up in the South bowl with some
weak thermals passing trough.
I had to work in London the
next day so | gave up early and
drove home.

Eventually | arrived back at Tal-
garth on the Wednesday mid
afternoon. It was almost blue,
with a breezy southerly, the
one they like the least at Tal-
garth as it can give a cross/

Wave over the Brecons

enough
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tailwind component to the
launch downhill. Launching was
suspended when | arrived and,
much to the frustration of
those of us on the ground, we
could hear the others who had
launched hours earlier and
were up in wave.

So | rigged and got ready in
case the tug pilot could be per-
suaded. Finally | launched at
4:30 pm, over to Langorse
where | found weak lift, then
pushed forward into wind and
found the next wave to the W
of Brecon, in the lee of the Bea-
cons again, where a line of
cloud gave clear indication of
wave. At first it was like flying a

big white ridge, with lift of 3 -4

kts. Well above the cloud the
lift petered out at 13,400 ft. It
was my highest ever solo flight,
and my gold height gain. Ten
pilots exceeded 10,000 ft that
day, and we bagged 2 Golds
the other being David White
and a silver for Mike Marshall.

Thursday brought a second
soft day, | was struggling to

stay up over the spine. On the
Friday it was blue, warm and
calm so | gave A5 a well -earned
wash and polish before packing
to go home. Later | heard that
some of the group found wave
later that afternoon and on the
Saturday.

So, not at all like the traditional
expedition to Talgarth - every
day was flyable! The only disap-
pointment was the lack of nice

strong westerlies/ northwester-
lies to send us zooming up and
down the local ridges, but who
cares when you can play in the
wave?

The social life was as good as
ever, with much fine dining,
many a good pint of Welsh(?)
ale, and some stunning dis-
plays of talent at the pool table.

Andrew Sampson

Passing the time at the airfield

The Two Mile High Club

hen you can see the cur-

vature of the Earth on the
horizon, you know the air is
getting thin. That's the thought
that went through my mind as |
took a picture of the sun re-
flecting on the sea around the
Gower Peninsula having
bagged my first gold height
gain over the Brecon Beacons.

The forecast for the last week
of September did not at first
seem as though it was going to
fulfii the promise of gold
height within 4 hours drive
from Dunstable that had kept
luring me back to the Black
Mountains Gliding Club every
year since | had narrowly
missed out on my second visit
in 2006. That was in strong
Easterly wave, with more than

7/8 of cloud and an average
climb of 12.5 knots from 900 ft
above the airfield most of the
way to the airspace ceiling of
FL125 directly over the site.

This was very different and
seemingly benign - consistent
Southerlies, which make launch-
ing from Talgarth difficult, also
bringing the uncharacteristi-
cally warm, barbecue -standard
weather. Expectations changed,
however, when the first Satur-
day gave murky wave to 6,000
ft along a bar stretching from
Crickhowell, over Langorse
Lake, Brecon and towards Sen-
nybridge.

When the big day came, on the
Wednesday, the climb was long,
slow and inconsistent with the

wave seemingly working at its
best at different heights at dif-

ferent locations along the bar.
In a flight lasting precisely 5
hours, | topped out at 13,644 ft

QNH after about 4 %2 hours.

Of course those of us without
an oxygen kit just have to
make do by breathing deeply at
12,000 ft and holding our
breath for 20 minutes. So, hav-
ing got a very comfortable mar-
gin for the badge claim, | didn't

want to hang about at altitude
for too long, despite the stun-
ning vista.

So what do you do when you
are two miles from the surface
of the Earth but only 30 min-
utes from sunset on the
ground? | had had my annual B
check with Peter Miles the pre-
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still had more than a mile of
height to burn off before join-
ing the circuit.

So this year's trip to the Black

Mountains yielded flying on 9

out of 9 days for those who

stayed the course. My final
flight of the week was to 9

grand before towing back to

Dunstable on the second Satur-
day, giving me over 13 hours of

flying in 7 days (I took a rest

day on Monday to walk up Y
Das with Michelle & Lexi, pass-
ing up another wave day). The

total hours flown by LGC pilots

visiting that week must have

exceeded 100 0 fantastic! I've
already booked the cottage for

next year's expedition.

Looking South -West to the coast around Swansea from 13,000 ft David White
QNH over Brecon.

vious week, and he had recom-
mended some spin practice
(what else would Peter sug-
gest?).

| therefore treated myself to a
Full Monty on the way down 984
spins in each direction; 2 each
with brakes open and wheel
down, 2 brakes closed and
wheel up. Peter was right, even
a Discus spins much more eas-
ily when in landing configura-
tion; but then it also recovered
very easily without closing the
brakes. A valuable lesson and a
confidence booster & without
paying for a high tow 3 and |

Above, looking South towards Langorse
Lake & Talybont Reservoir from 6,000 ft
QNH

Left, Richard Cooper in 470 at 9,000 ft over
Brecon

Photos in these two Talgarth arti-
cles were taken by the respective
authors. Ed
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he BGA, member clubs and

gliding have benefited over
the years, from the generosity
of numerous glider pilots who
have donated time and money
towards our sport.

In response to a number of
enquiries from potential do-
nors, the BGA has decided,
subject to
set up a gliding charity and to
take it through the Charity
Commission Registration proc-
ess to allow it to benefit from
Gift Aid tax relief.

The proposed charity will be a
company limited by guarantee.
The charitable objects will be
widely drawn for the advance-
ment of gliding. Initially Junior
Gliding is proposed as a princi-
pal beneficiary and support of
the work of the Philip Wills Me-
morial Trust is also under con-
sideration. In future years, do-
nors may wish to work with the
charity to widen the range of
support to other aspects of
gliding in general, or to those

clubsd

clubs who have chosen not to
register as CASCs.

The work of establishing the
new company and effecting the
Registration is being carried out
by BGA volunteers in order to
keep costs to an absolute mini-
mum. The BGA Executive Com-
mittee is supervising the com-
paayp fprmation aamd, will beore-
sponsible for the future con-
duct of the charity. The day to
day paperwork will be done at
the BGA Leicester office.

Once the registration of the
new charity is complete, it will

be able to enhance donations
received by the reclaim of a
sum equivalent to the basic rate
of income tax on donations.

Donors who pay income tax at
higher rates will be able to
claim back the equivalent of the

higher rate tax margin on their

Self Assessment Tax Return.
Donors of assets will avoid any
Capital Gains Tax accrued on
those assets. Where a donation
is bequeathed to the charity,

IIIII:IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII]I(IIIIII(I]I

Achlevemerg

Name Achievement Date
Andy Zuchora Friends and Family 2 Sep
Bev Atkins Solo Aero Tow 31 Aug
Matt Hall PA1 30 Aug
Lloyd Roberts PA1 7 Sep
Michael Marshall PA1 15 Sep
Steve Nicholl PA1 27 Sep
Ed Bittenbender PA1 13 Oct
Malcolm Warwick PA1 25 Oct

’VE B SR SN BN NN S NN BN

Note on Achievements Notice:

Achievements beyond Silver Badge are not detailed above as they are acknowl-
edged in S&G. Make sure your name is on the list on the notice board so that we do

not miss you out.

t

the value of the donation is
deducted from the estate be-
fore the Inheritance Tax charge
is calculated. As an additional
incentive the 2011 Budget pro-
vided that, where charitable
bequests represent at least 10%
of the estate, then the tax pay-
able on the remainder of the
estate will be reduced by 10%.

It is anticipated that where a
charitable donation is made or
bequeathed for the benefit of a
particular gliding club or local-
ity, the charity will be able to
direct the funds to a suitable
charitably qualifying project
within that club or locality. A
specifically local donation can
therefore stay local, rather than
becoming part of the national
pot. This may be helpful where
a club does not already have a
suitable charitable fund of its
own in place to take maximum
advantage of donations and
bequests.

We would hope to have pro-
spective trustees in place as
n as possible and will be
ﬁging the formal application
the Charity Commission-

ers, subject to the approval of

the clubs, before the end of the
year.

Robert John

NOTE: The logo is just a first
crack at something that might

work. If you fancy having a go
at designing something better,

please e-mail your ideas to
Robert

(vice -chairman@gliding.co.uk)
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Rackhamos

Rambl i

ngs

As always there are some
great things happening
around the club, equally there

are always concerns and things
going on that we need to con-

sider and deal with, and this

month is no different, there is

plenty going on. Change, to
use a cliché, is the only con-
stant and leads me to my en-
tirely random thoughts this

month.

Perhaps the biggest change
recently is the loss of Geoff and
Geraldine from the restaurant,
and | know many of you very
much enjoyed the event we put
on to thank them for their

many years of service. It is ap-
propriate now though to look

forward and, by the time you

read this, our new caterer
Trevor will have been with us
for a week or two, and hope-
fully you have had the chance
to use his services. | was there
for his first day, and had an
excellent lunch! 1 won't say
more about Trevor here, he has

written a brief introduction
himself for the newsletter, but
I'm sure you will all join me in
extending a warm welcome to
him. Please remember, the
more you support him, the
more viable his business be-
comes, and we need that in
order to keep a service open
for club members.

Another recent change that you
may have overlooked is the new
category of membership we
recently introduced, for
spouses. Please remember that
all spouses are welcome to the
club and are members, this
reminder is perhaps well timed
now that we have our new ca-
terer in place and there will be
opportunities perhaps for you
to bring the family to the club
and use the restaurant.

| sadly (no really!) missed the
autumn clean up day organised
by Andy Sampson as | was
away, but | know loads of you
turned up and helped, and the

trailer rack team of Tony and
Justin and helpers also got
stuck in. The result is that,
without doubt, the club is look-
ing as good now as it ever has
in the time | have been a mem-
ber. So, too many people in-
volved to name them all, but a
big thank you to everyone for
your help. Well done, it's a fan-
tastic result.

The new briefing room is
nearly ready, and is an exciting
development for the club. Now
it is taking shape I'm really
looking forward to seeing it in
use. | think you all know we
have this wonderful new facility
thanks to the generosity of
Carr Withall and his family; he
has not only provided funding
but has also picked up paint-
brush and screwdriver to help
make it all happen. They seem
inadequate words, but thank
you Carr.

Moving on to less welcome
changes, it is very clear now

Gertie 0 The Sky G46

At her 60 ™ Birthday & 1% Octo-
ber 2011 & on that lovely sunny
Saturday of that lovely sunny
week.

Gertie would like to thank eve-
ryone who
byd her shed,

so special, and for all the kind
wishes from so many who
coul dndét manage
had such a lovely long fly be-
forehand before
sister Angela on board), just
managing to land in time to get
dressed!

She requests that all should
please note in their diaries for
her 70 ™ Birthday at around the
nearest Saturday to the 1 * in
October 2021.

Liana Middleton
Photo by Lofty Russell

t

managed to ¢
making he

o atte

hand, l
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that there has been a signifi-
cant and substantial reduction
in the number of experience
flights and courses that the
public are buying from us. It is
a problem at almost all gliding
clubs, and there is no doubt in
my mind that it is a direct re-
sult of the general economic
climate. As such | think we will
need to think hard about next
year, things are not likely to be
much better then, so we will
have to adjust. Identifying what
we will have to do will be the

priority over the next couple of
months, and as always do talk
to me or any of the committee
about your ideas.

But | want to close on a bright
note. After all there is much to
look forward to; so I'll just men-
tion that | had my first launch
on the new SW run aerotow
strip, and what a smooth take-
off it was. You probably remem-
ber that we had a very dry spell
after the grass seed was sown,
and for a while it looked as

though we were going to end
up with a patch of bare earth,
so my last thanks this month
are to Heinz who has done a
really tremendous job of nur-
turing and treating the new
grass, and ensured that we
have ended up with what we
need. It is such a good job we
have had to mark the new area
with white lines, so you still
know where to avoid with your
vehicles!

Paul Rackham

Eventf ul |

c al

end

ar e

he evening

kicked off brilliantly with a
superb presentation from  Rich-
ard Lancaster on the ExoMars

Rover that ESA will send to
planet Mars some time in
2018.

Richard who works for EADS
Astrium and is the Lead Guid-
ance, Navigation and Control
Analyst on this project, gave us

an insight on the challenges he

and his fellow scientists are
facing in ensuring safe deliv-
ery and operation of this high

tech robot to such a far and

inhospitable environment.

Because radio communications
with the ExoMars Rover will
take too long to effectively con-

trol its guidance over the rough

terrain it will encounter, the

Rover will need to intelligently
navigate its way autonomously.
Ri char dds we l |

clear presentation made it pos-
sible for everyone to under-
stand the challenges presented
to him and the manner in
which he will programme the
Rover to achieve its mission.

Thank you Richard for the huge
efforts you put in preparing
this presentation in order to
enable us lay people like us to
understand a little bit about
what is after all rocket science!

On Saturday 22 October 2011,
the second event took place.

e v e ntThid time we welcamed to the

club Peter Murton  who is the
Historian in Residence at the
Imperial War Museum in Dux-
ford .

Peter took us through the his-
tory of Duxford which opened
as an air base at the beginning
of World War | till today and
beyond.

With unique photos from his

archives, Peter showed the evo-
lution of the air base, the vari-

ous buildings erected then de-
stroyed (including one of the

massive hangars blown up for
the purpose of filming the Bat-

tle of Britain in 1968!) and the

various aircraft flown on the

base there through its long and

prestigious history. One of the

funniest photo was the one of a

biplane (sorry | cannot remem-
ber the aircraft in question) left

ktandirtg orahis @ate afsemlathd-

ing on long grass whilst a
cricket match was played in the
backgroundé

Thank you Peter for agreeing to
come over to entertain us!

What about
the next events?

Well, on Saturday 5 November
we wi || have our
fun with our fireworks and
mega bonfire; a nice event to
share with the family.

The entertainment will start as
soon as we have finished flying,
so be sure to be at the club
early not to miss the first event!

The date is set for our annual
Quiz, which once again, will be
directed by Jeff Newman. It will
take place on 3 December.

This event is a favourite, offer-
ing mild intellectual challenges
and an opportunity to vent off
oneds knowledge

Young and old will find some-
thing to contribute to their

team. So start talking to people

around you and recruit the best

players (or, as the case may be,
the ones that are most likely to

buy you drinks depending on
whether you aim to win or are
looking for a cheap evening of
fun!).

More ideas are floating around
about Christmas, doing some-
thing about the weather, cross -
country and competition flying.

So as usual, keep an eye on the
Events Board in the lobby out-
side the bar and on the Upcom-
ing Eventsd page
site:

http://
www.londonglidingclub.co.uk/
LEFPCEIR™ g shs
Have fun!

Daniel Jamin

(]
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Austrian Adventures

his year, the Vintage Glider

Club International Rally
took place in Spitzerberg, in
the east of Austria (just south
of the Danube, between Vienna
and Bratislava). It is a large flat
airfield  with its own hill
(although they call it a moun-
tain) which somehow reminded
me of the hill at Dunstable.

Club flying stopped for the

week and the whole place was
given over to 75 vintage gliders

and 165 pilots, all this organ-

ised and coordinated by a dedi-
cated team of Spitzerberg peo-
ple who looked after us with

ceaseless friendliness through-
out the week.

They emptied two of their han-

gars to provide shelter for the

vintage gliders. In the morn-
ings we assembled for briefing

in another hangar, full of long

tables and benches, while a bar
and a restaurant were set up at
one end, constantly providing

us with sausages and meat-
loaves and beer.

The Habicht ready for take off.

Although the weather was quite
variable, we managed to fly
every day with some fairly long
flights achieved. Being so close
to two major airports, the air-
space around Spitzerberg is
quite restrictive and cross
country is not an easy option.
However it does not tend to be
such an issue with some of the
older vintage gliders. Flights

further afield were achieved
and Corny was really excited at
having seen another country
from the air in his K6 (the Slo-
vakian border being less than
20 km away in a straight line).

The top of the hill provided a
brilliant vantage point to watch
the launch point and get a
close view of the gliders while

The hangar decorated with the flags of all the participating nations with an Mg19 in the foreground.
(photo Lofty)



